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Preface

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the second edition of the AbjadNLP Workshop, continuing our
mission to advance research and applications for languages that use the Arabic script in Natural Language
Processing (NLP). Building on the success of our inaugural workshop at COLING 2025 in Abu Dhabi,
this year’s event at EACL 2026 in Rabat serves as a vital platform to unite researchers and practitioners
addressing the linguistic, cultural, and computational challenges inherent to these languages.

The interest in AbjadNLP this year has been fantastic. We received 93 submissions, accepting 21 papers
for oral presentation, 19 posters, and 33 shared task papers. This represents a remarkable growth from
our first edition and demonstrates the increasing recognition of Arabic-script languages within the NLP
community. The submissions span a rich variety of languages, including Arabic, Urdu, Persian, Kurdish,
and several Ajami languages, reflecting the linguistic and cultural diversity of the communities we serve.

A highlight of this year’s workshop is the inclusion of four shared tasks, which have attracted significant
participation and innovative approaches:

* AbjadGenEval: Abjad Al Generated Text Detection Shared Task for Languages Using Arabic
Script

* AbjadStyleTransfer: Authorship style transfer (text generation), transforming a formal input text
into the style of a specified author while preserving semantics

* AbjadAuthorID: Abjad Authorship Identification (multiclass classification), identifying the
author of a given text excerpt across diverse genres and periods

* AbjadMed: Medical text classification in Arabic (multi-class classification), advancing Arabic
NLP in the medical domain

These shared tasks have fostered collaborative research and provided valuable benchmarks for evaluating
progress in understudied areas of Arabic-script language processing.

The contributions to this workshop continue to showcase remarkable diversity, addressing both
fundamental NLP challenges and domain-specific applications. Research spans core NLP tasks such
as morphology, tokenisation, and language modelling, as well as applications in machine translation,
speech technologies, and social media analysis. We are particularly pleased to see growing attention
to low-resource and marginalised languages, including various Ajami traditions across Africa, and the
development of resources and tools that support long-term capacity building for these communities.

Many thanks to everyone who submitted, reviewed, and organised, and to the wider community for the
strong engagement. Your contributions have made this workshop possible and continue to strengthen our
collaborative community dedicated to Arabic-script languages in NLP.

Looking forward to inspiring presentations, engaging discussions, and seeing you in Rabat.

Mo El-Haj
General Chair
AbjadNLP 2026 Workshop
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